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CALL FOR UTAH ARTISTS  
 
SALT LAKE CITY 337 POCKET PARK 
Public art projects at 337 South 400 East 

 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Tuesday, March 14th by 5:00 pm 
 
COMMISSION BUDGET: $500 per commission. 24 available commissions.  
 
PROJECT BACKGROUND 
A two-story residential building once located at 337 South 400 East was under private 
ownership and scheduled for demolition in the summer of 2007. Prior to being demolished, 
property owner Adam Price invited over 100 artists of various disciplines to fill the 25,000-
square-foot structure with art. The building, full from floor to ceiling with paintings, murals, 
sculptures and installations, received thousands of visitors and became a visual arts hub before 
it was destroyed. Later the vacant lot was sold to Salt Lake City Corporation and in 2015 a 
portion of the land was developed into a community garden managed by Wasatch Community 
Gardens. Salt Lake City Parks and Public Lands has recently decided to create a pocket park 
west of the garden that will lead pedestrians from the sidewalk on 400 East to the garden and 
will also function as an inviting and engaging gathering place for the community. As a nod to the 
site’s art-infused history, the fence that will surround the pocket park has been designed to 
contain 24, 3’x3’, .25” thick, corten steel panels that will be laser cut with artists’ designs. 
 
OVERALL PROJECT GOALS 
The Salt Lake Art Design Board seeks site-specific artwork that: 

 Is unique; 

 Is visually engaging for passersby and those who use and visit the pocket park; 

 Is reflective of Salt Lake City’s vibrant and diverse artistic community; 

 Is at least 50% transparent when laser cut on Corten steel;  

 Limits openings or perforations (negative space) to be less than 3.5” wide or greater 

than 9” wide to prevent child head entrapment; 

 Meets all public safety, structural, and maintenance standards and complies with the 

Americans for Disabilities Act (ADA). 

 

PROJECT BUDGET & ELIGIBILITY 

The total commission for each of the fence panels is $500 and inclusive of artist’s fees and 

related expenses for design and supplies. Artist is responsible for submitting final design and 

for giving input and/or making necessary design changes during the fabrication process. Any 

fees incurred while creating the design/artwork shall be the responsibility of the artist. Salt 

Lake City will manage the fabrication process and will consult the artist during fabrication. 

 

The Call for Artists is open to all professional artists or artist-led teams residing in Utah. 

Artists may submit up to three designs. Artists may be selected for more than one 

commission. Salt Lake City Corporation will determine the placement of each fence panel on 

the fence. 
 
SELECTION CRITERIA & PROCESS 
The Salt Lake Art Design Board, in consultation with project partners/managers, will review all of 
the properly submitted applications and will recommend artists/teams for the 24 fence panel 
commissions to the Mayor for final approval.  



 
In selecting artists/teams for this project the following criteria will be considered: 

 Final artwork that is one-of-a-kind, site specific and meets the project goals. 

 Artistic excellence, innovation and originality as evidenced by submitted design. 

 The artist’s final work meets public safety requirements. 

 

The artists selected for the commissions will sign a contract with Salt Lake City.  

 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
Submissions that arrive on or before 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 14, 2017 and meet all of the 
application requirements will be reviewed. Late applications will not be accepted. To be 
considered for this project, applicants must submit all of the required materials in the format 
identified below on a flash drive labeled with applicant’s name. DVDs, CDs, paper copies and 
electronic submissions will not be accepted. Applicants’ materials will not be returned. Follow 
the format below for your documents and images. 

1. LETTER OF INTEREST 

(first name_last name.letterofinterest.pdf) 1 page describing the applicant’s interest in 

the project. 

 

2. PROPOSAL 

(first name_last name.proposal.pdf AND first name_lastname.proposal.ai) 

Although the final artwork may change slightly to fit the requirements of the 

project and fabrication needs, the initial submission should reflect the artist’s final 

concept. 
 

a. Artists must submit a black and white, visual rendering to scale with 3’x3’ 

dimensions (see example at the end of this Call for Artists). All designs must 

contain minimum 50% transparency (negative space). Any openings or 

perforations (negative space) must be less than 3.5” wide or greater than 9” wide 

to prevent child head entrapment. All artists must clearly label negative and 

positive space on their images. Laser cuts will penetrate completely through the 

steel to reveal artists’ designs. No floating positive shapes will be permitted 

unless tabbing can occur. Artist must submit TWO renderings of each design in 

two file types-a pdf and a vector-based Adobe Illustrator (.ai) file.  

 

3. CURRENT RÉSUMÉ (first name_last name.resume.pdf) Maximum of 2 pages per 

person. 

 
Mail or deliver applications to: 
Salt Lake City Arts Council 
337 Project Pocket Park 
54 Finch Lane 
Salt Lake City, UT 84102 
Hours: M - F, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
Contact: 
Dana Hernandez 
801-596-6511 
Dana.Hernandez@slcgov.com 
 
PROJECT SCHEDULE: 
Application Deadline - Tuesday, March 14, 2017, 5:00pm 
Notification of Artist Selection - April 2017 

mailto:Dana.Hernandez@slcgov.com


Contract Preparation - April 2017 
Fabrication - May-June 2017 
Installation of Fence - July 2017  
 
Dates are subject to change except the application deadline of Tuesday, March 14, 2017. 
 
SALT LAKE CITY PUBLIC ART PROGRAM 
The Public Art Program, which commissions artists' work for City-owned buildings and public 
spaces, was established by ordinance in 1984. The Salt Lake Art Design Board is an advisory 
group of citizens representing different City Council districts, appointed by the Mayor and 
confirmed by the City Council, to oversee Salt Lake City’s public art program. They are selected 
for their related arts expertise and willingness to serve the community. The Design Board is 
directed, by ordinance, to select artists for public art commissions in Salt Lake City and 
recommend those artists to the Mayor for final approval. The current Design Board members 
include Libby Haslam, Jann Haworth, Alexander Huggins, Helen Peters, and Larissa Trout. The 
Design Board will consult with representatives from SLC Divisions of Engineering and Parks 
and Public Lands to help inform their artist/team selection for this project.  
 
SALT LAKE CITY CORPORATION ADDITIONAL POLICIES 
The artists/teams selected for the commission will sign a two-party Artists’ Commissioned Work 
Agreement with Salt Lake City Corporation. 
 
The City may accept Call for Artists (CFA) submittals as deemed to be in the public interest; 
proceed with further selection processes; reject any and all submissions; or may waive any 
irregularity, informality, or technicality in proposals received. The Mayor, based on the Art 
Design Board’s recommendation, will determine from the submitted information the most 
qualified Proposer to meet the stated duties as evaluated under the criteria set forth herein. The 
determination of the most advantageous proposal shall be final and conclusive. 
 
The issuance of the CFA and the receipt and evaluation of the submittals does not obligate the 
City to select a Proposer or enter into any agreement. A submittal does not constitute business 
terms under any eventual agreement. The City will not pay costs incurred in responding to the 
CFA unless specified in the CFA. The City may cancel this process at any time prior to the 
execution of any agreement without liability. 
 
The City reserves the right to revise the CFA evaluation process. Such revision will be 
announced in writing to all CFA respondents or short-listed teams, depending on the timing of 
the change. The City also reserves the right to reject any and all CFA responses at any time, or 
to terminate any negotiations implied in this CFA or initiated subsequent to it. If the Art Design 
Board receives a submittal it deems incomplete or ambiguous, it reserves the right to request 
additional information or to reject the submittal.  
 
The City reserves the right to, at any time and for any reason, discontinue negotiations with any 
initially selected Proposer, and to pursue negotiations with an alternative team.  
Proposers or their agents are instructed not to contact Art Design Board members, City officials 
or employees or attempt to externally manipulate or influence the procurement process in any 
way, other than through the instructions contained herein, from the date of release of this CFA 
to the date of execution of an Agreement resulting from this solicitation. City, in its sole 
discretion, may disqualify Proposers who violate this paragraph. 
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