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Three Creeks Confluence Open Space:  
Reactivation and Riparian Restoration Project 

 
June 7, 2016 Public Meeting #1 Comments 

(as of COB 6/30/16) 
 
Flip Chart Comments: 
 

 Quiet areas with greenery and benches for meditation and conversation 
 Protected wildlife areas, protected from public access 
 Trees/Shade/Peaceful 
 Structure: storage for canoes or kayaks on property 
 Natural 
 Bio-swale storm water filtration for organic matter removal 
 Wildlife habitat (insects and pollinator) 
 Use of native trees and shrubs for wildlife in the city 
 Audible water feature (waterfall) 

 
Comment Form Responses: 
 

1.  What proposed design elements are most important to you? 
 

 Storm water treatment demonstration for organic water removal. 
 Public education for above. 
 Riparian habitat restoration away from J.R. Parkway Trail, i.e., (E. side of river). 
 Inclusion of a demonstration wildlife grove around existing trail on east side of 

river. 
 Keeping and maintaining the natural landscape, environment and wildlife 

habitats.  Improve and maintain the open spaces (existing river bank, parks, trails, 
etc., they are not currently well maintained), i.e., taking care of hazardous trees, 
remove noxious weeds/thorns (our dog gets thorns in her paws every time we 
walk the parkway).  Ensure everything is watered so it’s not a fire hazard.  In fact 
we would really appreciate it if you cut down the dead trees – now! 
 

2.  What recommendations do you have for specific improvement projects and where? 
 

 Off channel wildlife habitat restoration using native riparian trees and shrubs.  
Example: Bend in the river site and 9th S. Fife Preserve. 

 Public education for above done at the 3 Creeks site. 
 We oppose a fence on the property line because we don’t want people having easy 

access to our backyard or hanging out just outside our backyard, i.e., transients, 
drug addicts, and other random people (which we’ve already had some issues 
with) and due to the lack of continued maintenance provided by the city.  If the 
city is not going to pick up, trim, weed or water we should be able to so as to 
avoid weeds, damage, fire, etc. to our property. 
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3. Do you have any suggestions for additional improvement projects or options? 

 
 I have wanted the City to create an irrigated wildlife habitat planting 

demonstration area directly across from the 3 Creeks outfall into the Jordan River.  
I can provide species lists and approximate costs appropriate for an environmental 
education site which can include the existing surrounding areas (Modesto Park). I 
have designed similar plantings for Salt Lake County Open Spaces.  This whole 
site needs to be used and designed for environmental education, as opposed to 
public recreation. 

 Maintain and beautify the existing parkway.  Add trees, native plants, create 
habitats/sanctuaries for wildlife, i.e., areas for wildlife to nest and reside, bat/bird 
houses, butterfly/bee houses, etc., also spots for larger wildlife to nest and reside.  
Do something about the mosquitos, they’re everywhere!  (We’re being eaten 
alive!! Just kidding, we thought we’d try and give you a laugh). 

 
Email Responses: 
 

 My family having owned a residence in Glendale for the last 65 years appreciate your 
help in making this happen. After talking to homeowners along the east side of the river I 
understand their concerns. Most would prefer not to have a trail in their backyard as they 
worry about the transient population and privacy issues. My suggestion which seemed to 
go over well was a nature area without a trail which would have minimal impact from its 
present state. With native species replacing the invasive ones already there over time. I 
am also for a bridge to connect this parcel with the larger Jordan River trail system. 
Increased use by hikers, bikers, and water craft would help ensure this is not a transient 
refuge; they just don't congregate where there is a lot of good user traffic. 
 

 I'm a Glendale resident. We met at a recent public meeting at the Glendale Library on the 
proposed Three Creeks park project. I want to stress again that I am opposed to a bridge 
over the Jordan River connecting the Three Creeks eastern side of the river with the 
western bank. A bridge would bring an influx of vagrants and homeless people who make 
camp in the trees and shrubs on the western side. It also would bring illegal-drug users 
and youthful partiers who drink past park hours and smash bottles and leave their debris. 
I believe the city needs to ensure better security, patrols and policing to make the 
neighborhood safe before it spends public money on expanding the city park system. The 
city does not have the resources to properly maintain and ensure safety in current parks. It 
should not be exacerbating the problem with more unsafe parks. And a bridge over the 
Jordan River near the Three Creeks site would prove a detriment to the entire area. 
 

 I'm attaching my comments on the proposed Three Creeks Park on the east bank of the 
Jordan River at 1300 South.   They include on the last page a map of my version of the 
proposed park and several city-owned easements of land upstream and downstream from 
the proposed park. I would encourage those of you who are interested to make your own 
comments which of course may be different from mine.  If you like my ideas you can 
simply say that you support my proposal. In essence, for those of you who don't have the 
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time to get in the weeds, my recommendations are as follows: 
 
1.)  Expand the park to both sides of the river and develop a native plant restoration 
project on the east bank, as proposed by restoration ecology expert Ty Harrison (second 
attached proposal.) 
 
2.)  I recommend against a bridge on this site for reasons given in my comments 
 
3.)  Landscape the west side park with native plants but also make it people friendly with 
park benches, tables, water fountain, possibly a small play area closer to 900 W if 
appropriate, parking on 900 W., a boat launch or ramp for kayaks and canoes--or a dock--
one or several platforms for fishing.  Keeping in mind that this is a pretty small-sized 
physical area and I would not want it crowded with buildings and traditional park 
furniture.  Whether you put in restrooms may be a consideration with respect to transient 
use of the site, which has recently been very heavy. 
 
4.)  I recommend against any trails along the south and east banks of the river above and 
below the proposed park.   My philosophy is that we have a developed side (west bank) 
with an excellent trail, and the best use of the east side is to provide maximum value 
wildlife habitat with a conversion to native plants that are optimum for wildlife and 
which will make for a sustainable plant community. 
 
5.)  With respect to the city-owned strips of land between the river and residential lots 
upstream and downstream from the proposed park, I recommend that these be closed to 
public access and restored with native plants, but that the fence lines be moved back to 
the residential lot property lines wherever fences have encroached on city land.   I 
recommend that this area be fenced off as impermeably as possible from the proposed 
Three Creeks Park and other potential access points to eliminate the problems that site 
neighbors have long had with transients setting up camps on the city land along the river, 
and short-cutting through the private residential lots going to/from 900 W. and California 
Avenue.   Such a management philosophy would both protect the privacy of home 
owners, minimize spread of transients and their trash, and at the same time create an 
undisturbed area of native plants and wildlife habitat. 
 
6.)   This is an opportunity to comply with best practice for water quality, which would 
be to install some kind of appropriately sized sediment trap feature to removed sediment 
("organic solids") from the incoming water.   I support "daylighting" of the Three Creeks 
water presently flowing now through a large storm drain, if that is feasible on the site. 

 
 I fully support Ray Wheeler's comments. Ray lives near the proposed Park site, and his 

comments are, as usual, well thought out and very detailed. I think it would be in the 
interest of all of us to take them very seriously. 
 

 I think at this point the most import feature of 3 Creeks would be a bridge followed 
closely by the opportunity to educate and raise awareness about the importance of the 
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site. Getting EVERYONE to appreciate the river corridor, in my opinion, should be the 
top priority. 
 

 The Glendale residents I have talked to want a bridge for a few reasons. 1- The Three 
Creeks park is a small area and without this bridge one that is not part of the Jordan River 
parkway. 2- The nearest bridge access on California Ave requires about 1 mile of 
walking, the one off of Modesto Park about the same. Granted by way of the river they 
are close but by way of access they are not. 3- A full span bridge in spite of what you say 
will not and does not impede any river traffic such as canoes, or kayaks and does NOT 
impede the river. 4- A full span pedestrian bridge will tie this into the existing trail 
system and make it usable to FAR more people. 5- I have talked to residents along this 
section and after pointing out that, no bridge would increase the possibility of the trail 
along the east side of the river they agreed with me they want the parkway users to use 
the west existing trail system. They are concerned about privacy and even they 
understand having people use the existing parkway trail helps with that. More good 
people using the trail results in fewer undesirable users abusing it. So with that in mind I 
will advocate for a bridge to tie the Three Rivers park to the Jordan River parkway. After 
all do you really want young children walking along either 900 West which has no 
sidewalks in places, or along a very busy California avenue? 
 

 I looked at the Three Creeks site on Google Earth, and it seems to me that a daylighting  
effort and construction of a flood control fore-bay for silt and litter trapping, similar to 
that constructed at 9th South, could be constructed at the Three Creeks site.  This may not 
help much with other water quality issues, but would help delay future dredging needs 
downstream from 1300 S. 
 

 I attended the Three Creeks Confluence public workshop at Glendale Library on June 7th 
and would just like to contribute a few comments, in addition to having left my "dots" 
and comments at the workshop. 

  
1)  First of all, thanks for a very thoughtful public engagement process and your excellent 
maps and explanatory materials.  I wholeheartedly support this effort to enhance the 
Jordan River corridor and to create a user-friendly access site, while also day-lighting the 
three streams that converge here.  

 
2)  The area west side of the river should definitely be incorporated in this project.  I 
think the area immediately across from the project area and the river bank up and down 
from that area are ripe for native plant restoration.   

  
3)  I am very much opposed to a bridge across the river at this point because it would so 
destroy the beautiful, natural character of the area and is really quite unnecessary because 
of the bridge just up stream and downstream.  Instead of spending a large sum of money 
on such an unsightly structure, I would urge you to put that money to use in re-contouring 
and planing native plants on the area across the river.  That would add so much to the 
project area and to the viewshed of people visiting the park, not to mention adding some 
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significant wildlife habitat.  The city did such a wonderful job at the Modesto Park 
restoration that I think we need to replicate that wherever possible.   

 
4) The city should definitely get home owners to move their fences back to their actual 
property lines in the project area.  There is no reason to allow them to "take" city owned 
land just by moving their fences.  The areas up and down from the main access should be 
restored with native plants and I would urge you to NOT put in trail systems here.  We 
have so precious little relatively "natural" space left along the Jordan River that I would 
so appreciate you leaving these small spaces for native plant restoration so that wildlife 
could maximize their use of that space.  That would also enhance the experience of 
kayakers.  As someone who enjoys kayaking along the Jordan, the most enjoyable 
stretches from the river's view are those with native vegetation and trees shading the 
river. 

  
5) I love the idea of a fishing dock at the site, though please don't make it too huge.  For 
example, the platforms at the 9 line restoration site near the Fife Restoration area are 
simply too large for the area in question.  They aren't effectively utilized by the public 
and simply crowd out riparian habitat.  I would also expect that they are much more 
expensive to construct/maintain than something with a more modest footprint.  I've seen a 
few fishermen at a time at your site, so a reasonably modesr sized dock would be 
sufficient and enhance the experience of everyone using the site. 

 
6) It would be incredible if someday the city could purchase the very ugly shop with tires 
piled high just adjacent to the site.  It's an incredible eye sore. In lieu of purchase, which 
is probably not going to be likely in the near future, perhaps you could work with the 
landowner to surround the area with trees that could at least mitigate against the ugliness 
of this urban eye sore. 

  
7) I think some kind of canoe/kayak access dock would be great, though, again, please 
keep its size modest so that all the infrastructure that we're talking about adding to this 
site doesn't completely overwhelm what should still be seen and experienced as a natural 
area. 
  
8) I love the interpretive signs that someone (city or county?) have erected along the 
Redwood Nature Area, south along the trail.  They are very well done and I'd love to see 
a couple of these types of signs on both sides of the river (especially if grafiti can be 
easily removed from this type of sign).  The more we can educate the public about how 
the often maligned Jordan River is a world class resource of nature in our city, an outdoor 
classroom, a place to immerse ourselves in a little bit of nature and have a small window 
on some wildlife, and a place for respite form our crazy lives, etc., the better! 

  
Thanks for all you do and thank you again for involving the public in this process and for 
your consideration of my comments.  Please put my e-mail on your mailing list so that I 
will get notifications of future workshops that I would like to attend.  I look forward to 
seeing at the next workshop. 

 



To:          Tyler Murdock 

From:      Ray Wheeler, 1115 Mead Avenue, 801-355-6236 

Date:       June 14, 2017 

Subject:  Comments on the proposed development of a "Three Creeks" park on the east bank of the 

Jordan River at 1300 South. 

 

These are my personal views as a Glendale resident and near neighbor of the proposed Three Creeks 

Park, but they also represent the views of the sixteen local and regional environmental and faith groups 

that have endorsed the Nature in the City riparian restoration plan (see attached plan summary and photo 

book, and our web site at www.natureinthecityslc.org. 

1.)  Support for the Three Creeks Park idea.  

I strongly support the creation of a city park in this location both for its own sake and because it 

consistent with the core concepts of the Nature in the City riparian restoration master plan. 

The existing property is derelict in a variety of ways and its value THE community will be greatly 

increased with the development of a city park on the site.   It has been used and abused heavily by 

visitors including transients who regularly build temporary shelters on or near the site, disturb soil, river 

banks, and plant cover, and leave trash.  A house fire has left an abandoned, burned out house structure 

on adjacent property to be included in the park.  

Development of a city park here will have multiple benefits.  These include enhancing a community 

fishery, providing better access to the river for the public and for boaters and fishermen,  potential 

stream daylighting, reestablishment of a native plants along parts of the stream and/or river, reduction of 

the transient presence, mitigation of trash-build-up, benefits to public safety from more eyes on the site 

and reduction in use by homeless persons.  

2.)  The park should span the river, incorporating land within the large bend on the west side of the river. 

3.)   Native plant community restoration 

We recommend the use of the west bank parcel to establish a pilot "uplands" nature park featuring a 

native plant community typical of "upland meadow" components of this ecosystem.   [Landscaping 

recommendations here for both sides of the river from Ty Harrison.] 

4.)  Use and character of the east-side portion of the park 

While we advocate for this park to have minimum hardscape and traditional park infrastructure,  and 

landscaping with native grasses, shrubs and trees on both sides of the river, we also support adequate 

facilities to make the east side area attractive to visitors.  Facilities might include park benches, tables, a 

drinking fountain, a walking trail from 900 West to the river, a dock or boat ramp, one or several fishing 

platforms of appropriate scale, perhaps a small picnic or play area. 

Installation of a restroom facilities will be a magnet for transients to the park and should probably either 

be avoided, or such a facilities should be within the adjacent residential lot (to be added to the park 

property) along 900 West. 

5.)  Parking. 

A parking lot should be small and could be either along the existing dead-end street right-of way, or 

directly along 900 West. 

http://www.earthrestoration.net/topics/view/5529949c0cf2ab913fd7d837/
http://www.earthrestoration.net/files/328801_328900/328810/2015-05-29-natureinthecityproposalsummary-reducedsize.pdf
www.natureinthecityslc.org
http://www.earthrestoration.net/files/328801_328900/328810/2015-05-29-natureinthecityproposalsummary-reducedsize.pdf


 

6.)  Community fishery and boat launch point 

Since the three creeks/Jordan River confluence has long been a popular fishing site, facilities should 

include  appropriate, convenient access to the river for fishermen, possibly including a fishing platform, 

such as a dock or pier, and a boat access facility such as a ramp or floating dock. 

Such facilities should be on the smallest reasonably-sized footprint and should be visually unobtrusive. 

7.)  No pedestrian bridge at this site.  

 

Arguments can be made either for or against a pedestrian bridge. 

 

It would provide a shortcut to the Jordan Parkway trail from the Sorenson Multipurpose Center.  It 

would make the Jordan River parkway more accessible to residents living east of the Jordan River 

between Fremont and California avenues.   It could provide a platform for fishing and thus possibly 

reduce the infrastructure for that purpose within the park. 

 

However I personally oppose the construction of any new pedestrian or road bridges on the Jordan River 

and particularly at this site for the following reasons: 

 bridges constrain and alter river flow and can be a hazard to boaters 

 Because of the unusual width of the river on this large bend, a bridge in this location would have 

to be quite long relative to typical river width and would be a major visual intrusion on a quiet 

turn in the river, whose charm lies in its relative lack of such infrastructure. 

 There are already over 90 bridges on the ~50- mile-long Jordan River and indeed there is a 

highway bridge at California avenue just two blocks upstream, and a pedestrian bridge in 

Modesto Park just a couple of blocks upstream and downstream.     

 Connections between the river and the Sorenson Unity Center can currently be made either at  

California Avenue (2.5 blocks to the Jordan River) or up 900 West to Gold Place (2.5 blocks), 

whose terminus on the east bank of the Jordan connects to the north end of the pedestrian bridge 

linking Bend in the Rive and Modesto Parks via a short existing hiking trail.   We recommend 

that signage and appropriate trail and trailhead development be used to promote the Gold Place 

access as an alternative to a bridge at the Three Creeks Park. 

 The quiet, out-of-the-way character of this particular turn in the river is its greatest virtue.  The 

fact that the river serves as a barrier to east-west traffic is generally asset rather than a liability 

for west side neighborhoods because it preserves their  tranquil, traffic-free character.   This 

virtue has made for pleasingly quiet neighborhoods with almost a rural character, on both sides 

of the river, in the areas between east-west cross streets with bridges, and these islands of 

tranquility are among the outstanding features of West Side neighborhoods. 

 A bridge at the Three Creeks park site will facilitate movement of transients coming in from 900 

west across the river to the Jordan Parkway Trail.   The less convenient the access, the less 

transient-loading of this stretch of the Parkway trail. 

 Should a pedestrian bridge be built at Three Creeks Park I would recommend that it be of the 

least intrusive design possible, and that it be designed to serve double duty as the proposed 

fishing platform rather than both a bridge and a dock or platform. 

8.)   Landscaping with a structurally complex community of native plants.  Along with typical park 

features such as parking, benches, walkways, and a possible boat and/or fishing dock, I generally 

recommend landscaping of the park area with native grasses, shrubs and trees, for maximum benefit for 

wildlife, especially indigenous, locally breeding, sensitive and migratory birds.   I recommend use of 

native barrier plants such as rose bushes or hawthorne trees to secure fence lines along park borders.  



 

Such plants will both discourage tresspass on adjacent private property and will also provide screening 

for wire boundary fences. 

9.)  Use of riverbank easements upstream and downstream from the park. 

I  strongly support the city's initiative to require river-adjacent land owners to remove encroachments 

from a city-owned easement of varying width along the south and east banks of the Jordan River 

upstream (to California Avenue and beyond) and downstream (to Bend in the River park.) 

I recommend the following general philosophy regarding expansion and enhancement of the Jordan 

River Parkway throughout Salt Lake Valley: 

A.  Devote the side of the river with the Jordan Parkway Trail more to human use and facilities, 

while incrementally converting all Jordan Parkway land on both sides to a natural, native plant 

mix wherever possible. 

B.  Devote the side of the river opposite the one containing the Jordan Parkway Trail entirely to 

wildlife and native plant communities, and discourage through-traffic on this "natural" side of 

the river, between river's edge and the residential lots that lie between the city-owned easement 

and the nearest street. 

In keeping with this philosophy I recommend against construction of a river trail along the south and 

east banks of the river upstream and downstream from the proposed park for the following reasons: 

 One bike/pedestrian trail is enough;  two trails on opposite banks would be redundant. 

 It will retain the tranquil character of both the Jordan Parkway trail and the water trail in this 

reach of river. 

 It will maximize wildlife habitat value, capacity and productivity 

 It will protect the privacy of home owners on lots between the city-owned easement and the 

nearest street (900 West or California Avenue). 

Many owners of neighboring residential properties have expressed concern about transients moving 

along river's edge from the proposed park site. 

10.)  Closure of the river buffer easement area to the public and to through-traffic.   To minimize the 

problem of transients and other persons traveling through or setting up camps behind residential back 

yards, or walking across residential lots to move between the river and a parallel street, I support the 

closure of the city-owned easement property between river's edge and residential back yards.  The 

barrier to human travel should be as impermeable and durable as possible.  So a tall wire fence with a 

floppy, unsupported top edge, winging out into the river at low water level, and masked with "green 

fence" consisting of rose bush and/or berry bushes, should be placed along the upstream and 

downstream borders of the new Three Creeks Park to eliminate human traffic along the east (south) side 

of the river between residential back yards and river's edge.  This would create an island of serenity both 

for home owners and also for wildlife along the east (or south) banks. 
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Cottonwood Bend Restoration and Education Project Proposal 

Dr. Ty Harrison, Emeritus Professor of Biology, Westminster College, June 13, 2016 

As part of the public education component to be focused on the Three Creeks outfall into the Jordan 

River on its east bank at 1300 South , I would like Salt Lake City to consider creating an outdoor learning 

area on the west bank along the existing Jordan River Parkway Trail.  I am calling this acre‐sized area in 

city ownership the “Cottonwood Bend”.  This large, loop  in the River (see attached image), with existing 

steep banks, would be an ideal public demonstration area for river bank restoration best management 

technology (bio‐engineering), urban wildlife habitat restoration using native trees and shrubs, and finally 

the planting and establishment of a weed suppressing, native grass seed mix, appropriate for other low 

maintenance  Jordan River Parkway trails.  Based on the recent success for both the Trailside restoration 

area at 1800 N. and the 9th South Oxbow (Fife wildlife restoration area), we now have the knowledge, 

appropriate techniques and costs for Jordan River restoration projects along the Jordan River in the city.  

Some of the needed work could be designed and installed using volunteers and existing city staff and 

resources without the expense of consultants and  contractors. 

 

This river bend area is highly suited for an outdoor classroom with a recycled tree trunk seating area in 

the shade of a mature Fremont Cottonwood tree.  Native trees and shrubs could be planted by school 

groups along the existing fence adjacent to the big cottonwood for the identification of native tree and 

shrubs needed for wildlife habitat.  A temporary irrigation system could be run from an existing alley 

water line.  The Center for Documentary Expression and Arts, in conjunction with Salt Lake City and 



other organization has begun a similar educational project with Northwest Middle School  at the city’s 

Trailside Trailhead/wetland mitigation area at 1800 S. and Redwood Road (see document below). 

 

Classes from nearby schools such as Riley Elementary have used the “Cottonwood Bend” area for 

walking field trips to the Jordan River.  Groups from the Sorensen Multipurpose Center could similarly 

use this as an educational destination. 

In addition, Salt Lake City needs a trailside re‐vegetation demonstration project to help control annual 

and noxious weeds such as Goatheads.  Eric McCulley, a local restoration specialist has suggested that 

Salt Lake City Parks and Open Space use a native grass mix to control annual weeds along the Jordan 

River Parkway Trail.  Native grasses are drought tolerant and can be mowed when required.  Once 

properly established they would benefit from run‐off precipitation from the asphalt trail.  A proper 

demonstration had not been designed or planted.  This project could provide a cost effective 

opportunity to do so. 

 

Site Assessment: 



 Existing gated alleyway access to the site at 1000 W. and 1239 S., probably in city ownership’ 

which can be used for construction/maintenance equipment access. 

 Leaking waterline (?)  has created a wetland near the gate at this location  

 Existing mature Fremont Cottonwood and Box Elder trees (4 trees, not counting the multi‐

trunked cottonwood.   

 Existing mature Siberian Elm and Mulberry trees (approximately 12) which need to be removed 

to sunlight for the new native shrubs.  Logs to be used for seating and chips for mulch. 

 City mowing is controlling Scotch Thistle( Onopordum acanthium), but weedy annuals such as 

Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), Wild Barley (Hordeum murinum), and Cranesbill (Erodium 

cicutarium) currently occupy the very sandy soil. 

 375 linear feet of west stream bank with 4 ft. vertical banks to the water line. 

 

Stream Bank Treatment Features: 

 Due to the Jordan River water elevation control by the Surplus Canal diversion structure, spring  

high‐water  levels along the river in Salt Lake City are easily noted for planting design. 

 Creation of a 6 ft. wide willow and tree planting terrace at the high water line for a 

bioengineered stream bank set back.  This was successfully done at both the Trailside and 9th 

South Oxbow sites where Sandbar willows and other species were planted at the capillary 

fringe, up to 12 inches above the high water line.  This allows easy establishment without 

irrigation. 

 Trees would be permanently fenced against beaver predation, a current best management 

practice along the Jordan River.  Inexpensive willow cuttings, temporarily fenced against beaver 

predation, would insure establishment as demonstrated in similar Salt Lake County bank 

treatment projects within Salt Lake City. 

Wildlife Grove Planting/Outdoor Classroom: 

 Exotic tree removal and trunk salvage of approximately 12 Siberian Elms, which have little 

wildlife value, could be done by city work crews in the fall or winter. 

 Ten species of native trees and shrubs native to the Jordan River can be planted around the 

Outdoor classroom area surrounding the existing old Fremont Cottonwood and along the west 

fence area to create a visual buffer and create wildlife habitat.  

 An inexpensive, temporary drip system from an existing water line on 1000 W. could be installed 

to insure establishment and survival. 

 Native tree and shrub identification tags like those installed at the Trailside Trailhead area can 

be made and installed by volunteers to support educational use of the site. 

 

 

 



Upland Native Grass Restoration Demonstration Project:   

 Existing Inland Saltgrass (Distichlis stricta) patches along existing parkway trail on the site 

indicates that a native grass mix could be used to help out‐complete the weedy annuals 

currently growing on the site and along the Jordan River parkway Trail.  

 A similar species mix was successfully used at the nearby  9th South Oxbow (Fife Wildlife area as 

part of the drought tolerant “upland grass mixture” now getting estabilshed. 

 I suggest a mowable mix of Saltgrass, Western Wheatgrass (Elymus smthii), Galleta Grass (Hilaria 

jamesii), all rhizomatous, drought tolerant species.  These can be combined with several other 

drought tolerant species such as Sand Dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus), Sheep fescue 

(Festuca ovina), and  Sandberg Bluegrass (Poa secunda) which have a dense root system and can 

be used to exclude the weedy annuals along the parkway trail.  All of these species are suitable 

for the sandy soils of the site.  I have successfully recommended a similar native seed mix for 

several other, very successful  projects in south Salt Lake County.  

 I suggest adding native forbs such as Lewis Flax (Linum lewisii), Purple Beeweed (Cleome 

serrulata) and Annual Sunflower (Helianthis annua) to the seed mix, since they are important for 

visual interest as well as for pollinator insects or many species.   

   I can provide estimates for seed mix species, amounts and costs for this one‐acre site.  

   Native grass and wildflower seed should be planted only in the fall, after the germination of the 

Cheatgrass and Cranes Bill.  Planting should be on a bare soil prepared seed bed along the 

parkway trail and in open areas of the site using a sprayed , hydromuch technique  which binds 

and protects the seed for early spring germination using predictable winter and spring 

precipitation.  I and the Salt Lake County Parks and Recreation Dimple Dell Advisory Board have 

successfully worked with a local company called Grass Plus (http://grassplusinc.com/), using this 

technique to re‐vegetate a much larger area in Dimple Dell Regional Park along a gas pipeline 

right‐of‐way.  The hydroseeding mixture and binder is highly successful on sandy soils and stee 

areas to insure early germination of the natives to complete with annual weeds during the 

establishment year.   Mid‐season mowing can be used to control weeds during the 

establishment year, and then as needed annually. 


